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Veneration of Relics
Tomorrow, the relics of St. Gerard Majella will arrive on the Island. This is part of a tour of the British Isles marking the 300th anniversary of his birth. The relics will be in our parish for the 10.00 Mass on Tuesday with the opportunity for adoration before Mass and blessings with the relics afterwards. See the notices for other opportunities for adoration before the relics.
But what are relics and why are they important?
Relics consist of the physical remains or personal effects of a saint. From the early days of the Church, veneration of relics was seen as important. In 156 St. Polycarp was martyred after which his associates took up his bones and placed them so as to remember him. Saints Augustine, Ambrose and St. Jerome among many recommended the veneration of relics.
It is important to note that relics must not be worshipped, because only God is worshipped and adored. As St. Jerome declared, "We do not worship, we do not adore, for fear that we should bow down to the creature rather than to the Creator, but we venerate the relics of the martyrs in order the better to adore Him whose martyrs they are." 
Coming into the presence of the relics of St Gerard Majella is an invitation to slow down, to pray, and to reflect on God’s closeness. Many people describe a deep sense of peace, comfort, or renewed faith when praying before relics; not because of any magic, but because such moments open the heart more fully to God. For some, this may be a time to pray for family members, for healing, for guidance, or simply for strength to carry daily burdens. For others, it may be a quiet moment of gratitude or recommitment to faith.
The Church teaches that God’s grace works through signs - water, oil, bread, wine - and relics form part of this sacramental imagination. They point beyond themselves to Christ, reminding us that God works through real lives and real history. Please make the most of this opportunity.
Deacon Graeme
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 6th September 

	Sunday 6th September 
Twenty- Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Paul Douglas (Ann) 


	Monday 7th September 
  Monday week in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 8th September 
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
	P/T


	10 am


	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Wednesday 9th September 
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am

	   Josefina Sia (RIP) 

	Thursday 10th September 
Memorial of St Ambrose Barlow
	P/E
	10 am

	Nuala and Brian Dwyer (Ann)

	Friday 11th September 
Friday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T

	10 am
	

	Saturday 12th September 
Saturday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	3 pm 
	Feast of Our Lady of Rushen


	Sunday 13th September 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Susan Davies (RIP)




Responsorial Psalm:
O that today you would listen to his voice! “Harden not your hearts.”

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have to light of life.


Second Collection: There will be a second collection next Sunday for Catholic Education.
Relics of Saint Gerard Majella: On Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th September we have the great joy of welcoming the Relics of Saint Gerard Majella to the Island. They will be present at the following masses after which there will be the opportunity to venerate the relics:
· Monday, 7th September - Our Lady Star of the Sea and St. Maughold, Ramsey at 7 pm
· Tuesday 8th September - St. Columba, Port Erin at 10.00 am
· Tuesday 8th September - St. Mary of the Isle, Douglas at 12.10 pm
· Tuesday 8th September - St. Anthony of Padua, Onchan at 7 pm
Feast of Our Lady of Rushen: Our patronal feast day is on Saturday 12th September. We will celebrate this with Mass at St. Mary’s at 3.30 pm rather than 10 am and we hope that as many people as possible can join us. Afterwards we will have a celebratory tea/coffee biscuits and cake.

Barn Dance: Come along and join the fun! The Social Club is delighted to invite you to a barn dance on Saturday 19th September from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm. Dust off your hats and boots and come along for an evening of music, dancing, and fun for all the family. Fancy dress is optional so feel free to dress up and get into the spirit of the evening. There will be a small entrance charge of £2 for adults and £1 for children. This is a faith supper and BYOB event. Please bring a dish to share and your own alcoholic drinks if desired. Cold drinks will be available. We will hold a raffle to help raise funds for the Social Club to enable us to subsidise future events and activities. Places are limited to 60 so please book early to avoid disappointment. To secure your place please speak to Lynn or Sue at St Mary’s or Dee or Nick at St Columba’s. So, grab your hat pull on your boots and come and enjoy a great night of community dancing and fun.  
Mass Intentions Received:   Nuala and Brian Dwyer, Eileen Fidler, Louise and Gary Heaney, and Josefina Sia. 




Parish Diary
	12th September 
10 am
	Island Spirituality Network meeting at St John’s Mill with talk from representatives from Focolare an international movement for peace and unity

	12th September 
3.30 pm 
	Feast of Our Lady of Rushen Mass 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	26th September
10 am 
	Teaching session with Fr Maxmilian Martin OFM at St Columba’s.

	27th September 
11 am 
	Parish Celebration of the Jubilee Year of St Francis 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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