[bookmark: _Hlk20488587]NEWSLETTER
[image: A red and white coat of arms

Description automatically generated][image: St. Anthony's Church in Onchan - Manx Scenes Photography]Parishes of Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan; Saint Mary of the Isle & Saint Joseph, Douglas 
             Parish Office email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk; Tel 01624 675509 
Deanery Website www.manxcatholic.org; Archdiocesan website www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  
    27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 4th October 2026 
(Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays; Psalter Week 3)
(Readings: Page 410)  (Page 449 for Order of the Mass) 

      
From the Presbytery desk……
CAFOD FAMILY FAST envelopes can be returned either directly to the Presbytery or via the collection plate on any Sunday in October.
Come ye thankful people come; raise the song of harvest home…….
Thankfulness is not a passing moment in a Christian’s life but needs to be an attitude of our daily living. At this time of the year in many parts of our Archdiocese there will be Harvest Festivals in our churches and our schools and we express thanks for, and recognise that we should never take for granted, the harvest of the earth. Even if it comes to us pre-packed or tinned, the food that we enjoy has its roots in the earth which is tilled and cared for by human ingenuity and skill – it is quite literally ‘fruit of the earth and the work of human hands’.
So when we keep Harvest Festival, and when we responded to CAFOD’s call to a ‘fast day’ on the first Friday in October (2nd October), it is not just thanksgiving for the bounty of the earth and the sea, but also gratitude for those who plough the earth and sea to being home to us these good things. Mindful also of the exploitation both of natural resources and indeed of human labour, we work and pray for justice and for wisdom in our daily choices and our taking-care of the earth. 
Here on The Isle of Man there is that lovely evening hymn which, while sung throughout the year, is particularly suited to this time of the Harvest Thanksgiving;
We thank Thee, Lord, for sunshine, dew and rain,
Broadcast from Heav'n by Thine almighty hand
Source of all life, unnumbered as the sand-
Bird, beast, and fish, herb, fruit, and golden grain.

O Bread of Life, Thou in Thy word hast said,
Who feeds in faith on Me shall never die!
In mercy hear Thy hungry children's cry,
Father, give us this day our daily bread!

Sow in our hearts the seeds of Thy dear love,
That we may reap contentment, joy, and peace;
Then, when at last our earthly labours cease,
Grant us to join Thy harvest home above

Our thanks to the parishioners at Saint Columba in Port Erin who recently hosted a morning of reflection on the life and modern day significance of Saint Francis of Assisi. Thank you to Father Maximilian, a Franciscan Friar who came across from the parish of Saint Anthony of Padua in Liverpool to lead the morning’s reflections – and of course our gratitude to Father Joseph for taking this initiative!
2026 is the 800th anniversary of the death of Francis of Assisi and Pope Leo proposed to the Church around the world that this year should be a year of deepening our understanding of Francis’ life and teaching. The was a Franciscan Friary at Ballabeg (just outside Colby) for over 200 years - it was founded in 1367 and ceased in 1540 as part of King Henry VIII's Dissolution of the Monasteries.
***************
The 7 day Candles at the Sacred Heart Altar and Our Lady Altar in Saint Mary at Douglas can be requested via the Parish Office (saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk or 675509) or by using one of the Request Forms at the back of church. Suggested donation; £5 
***************
On Saturday 10th October at Midday in Saint Patrick at Peel Canon Philip will admit Nigel Dempsey-Moore to the Ministry of Lectorate. This is a further step on his preparation journey towards Ordination as Deacon. We wish him well as he continues his Formation. If you would like to come along to join us for this Mass you will be very welcome!

Parking at Onchan.
As there is no designated pedestrian exit from the car park at Onchan, please be extra careful (and slow) in driving in to the car park – thankfully we have not had any accidents……. but we don’t want any!
Also as the wetter weather arrives, please be careful to park on the hard standing, not the grassed areas.   Canon Philip
· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club will re-open for the winter months at 10.00am on this coming Monday 5 October and run through until the end of March. The Hub will be open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday offering light refreshments, a soup and bread lunch, and convivial company and chat. 

· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 6 October at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. Steve Cowin will join the group to provide musical entertainment. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information.  

· St Anthony’s Charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 8 October at 7.30pm in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, Onchan. Everyone welcome to come along and join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle. 

· ISLAND SPIRITUALITY NETWORK meet on Saturday 10 October, 10am-1pm, at St John’s Mill. Guest speaker will be Revd Daniel Norris, Rector of Ramsey. Daniel’s theme will be “Surely the Lord is in this place - and I did not know it.” He will explore four movements of the spiritual life, noticing, journeying, receiving and making room in a reflective and participative morning. All are welcome. Suggested donation of £10 but entirely voluntary.

· The Columba Club will host a Silent Auction on Saturday 17 October to raise funds for the Club. Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. Donations of items for the auction would be much appreciated. There is no admission charge. All are welcome. For further information and donations, please see Sandra Slann.   

· Living Faith Booklets from October to December are delayed unexpectedly in transit from the USA. Copies of the readings for the first weeks in October are available at the back of church for those who use these daily.    


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 3rd October 2026

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Michael Shimmin, 5th anniversary

	Sunday 4th October 2026

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

St Francis of Assisi
	9.30am

11.00am

4.00pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s
	People of our Parishes

Tricia Jones, recently died

Mass in Italian – Giuseppina & Giovanni Fabrizio, anniversary

	Monday 5th October 2026 
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 6th October 2026

	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

The Burrows family  

	Wednesday 7th October 2026
Our Lady of the Rosary
	

12.10pm
	

St Mary’s 
	

Tommy Flynn, deceased

	Thursday 8th October 2026


	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Veronica Stackhouse & Monica Bersin decd

Ben McCarrick, anniversary

	Friday 9th October 2026
St John Henry Newman
	


12.10pm 
	


St Mary’s
	


Sean Metcalfe, anniversary

	Saturday 10th October 2026

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 11th October 2026

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Rosa & Cesare Leonetti, anniversary

Brian Leneghan, anniversary




An all-island project called "JC33" is in the beginning stages of being planned which will enable all churches of every denomination to follow the ministry of Jesus in real time between 2031 and 2033, ending in a joint Pentecost celebration 2033 (the 2000'th birthday of the global church). This is an open invitation to every person in any church across the island to come to an evening of information and prayer about the concept where you can hear about it from Rev Alex Brown, ask questions, input ideas, choose multiple ways to get involved and pray:

North:  Monday 12 October - St Paul's Church Hall - 7.30pm
East:  Wednesday 14 October - St Ninian's Church - 7.30pm
South: Thursday 15 October - Port Erin Methodist Church - 7.30pm
West:  Friday 16 October - Peel Cathedral - 7.30pm
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