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From the Presbytery desk……
THANK YOU … for the amazing response from our two churches and from Saint Mary’s School to our Harvest Festival Weekend and the collection of food and toiletries which are now being shared with the FOODBANK IOM. As we said last weekend, it is good not to take for granted the ‘fruit of the earth and the work of human hands’  - and we hope that this has, in a small way, raised our consciousness and awareness of the many ways in which we are reliant upon the world around us for the harvest – and so many people around us for putting on our tables the fruits of that harvest!
Each year the Liturgy keeps a ‘Season of Creation’ which runs through September and culminates with the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, October 4th. I hope that we can keep the first weekend of October next year in a similar way as a Harvest Thanksgiving.
****************
A better world needs all of us
CAFOD is the official overseas aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, part of Caritas Internationalis, an international coalition of Catholic charities. We believe God wants everyone to flourish — yet many people are struggling with conflict, the climate crisis, inequality and injustice.
Across parishes, schools and homes in England and Wales CAFOD invites people to raise money, petition politicians and pray, so that together we can support communities in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, as they strive to find practical, sustainable solutions to deep-rooted challenges. We help all people, regardless of background, so that together we can build a better, fairer world – as God intended.
CAFOD envelopes are available at the back of the churches: please do take one and return it either directly to the Presbytery or via the Collection Plate at the weekend. Thank you 
****************
October is traditionally a month of the Holy Rosary. The Rosary is a way of reflecting upon moments in the life of Jesus (‘the mysteries’) – seeing them through the eyes of Mary his Mother and asking for her prayer and intercession that we can learn to deepen our love of Jesus her Son and bear the ‘fruits’ of his Paschal Mystery in our lives. As well as being encouraged to make the Rosary part of our everyday life of prayer and devotion, the Rosary is prayed publicly in Saint Mary, Douglas, each Wednesday at 1pm.
When he was at Lourdes recently, Pope Leo said
It was here that the Immaculate Virgin appeared to Saint Bernadette with the rosary and, as it were, guided her in prayer.  For this reason, today I invite all the faithful and all Christian communities to pray the holy rosary throughout the coming month of October, with the particular intention that wars may cease and that peace may be established among peoples in conflict. Let us accompany this prayer with concrete acts of penance and mercy, committing ourselves always to fostering dialogue and reconciliation. May our most holy Mother intercede for us!
***************
We remember in prayer Nigel Dempsey-Moore who received the Lay Ministry of Lectorate at Saint Patrick, Peel yesterday (Saturday). Nigel is in Formation to be Ordained as a Deacon and will minister here on The Island – Archbishop John Sherrington kindly delegated Canon Philip to Institute Nigel to this Ministry (the Institution Mass is normally presided over by a Bishop).
We remember all those in Formation for Ordained Ministry for the Service of the worldwide Church. There were, for example, 13 new seminarians who began at the Beda College in Rome this September, representing Ireland, England, Australia, India, Scotland and Sweden and the United States. Saint Bede, pray for them!
***************
Let us continue also to pray for those elected to Public Office at the recent General Election. 
Heavenly Father,
We pray for all who serve in public office—local and national. Grant them wisdom, integrity, and courage as they govern. May those who create laws keep their eyes fixed on what is just and true and may those who enforce and interpret laws act with fairness and accountability. 
Strengthen leaders with grace for the heavy burdens they carry. Help them manage their responsibilities with love, clarity, and discernment. Turn their hearts toward unity, truth, and service rather than self‑interest or division. Guide them to seek Your will first, especially in times of crisis or conflict. Protect their minds, bodies, and families as they work for the common good. Inspire them to act with compassion, humility, and respect for all people under their care.
May public servants remember that their authority is ultimately a calling to serve. Shape them into instruments of peace, justice, and hope. Empower citizens to support them with respect and prayer, even amid disagreement. 
We pray that leaders would walk in spiritual wisdom, be strengthened in character and guided by truth. Bless their families, protect their unity, and help them govern with integrity and endurance. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Canon Philip

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club is now open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday and will run through until the end of March 2027. The Hub offers light refreshments, a soup and bread lunch and convivial company and chat. All welcome.  

· The Columba Club will host a Silent Auction on Saturday 17 October to raise funds for the Club. Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. Donations of items for the auction would be much appreciated. There is no admission charge. All are welcome. For further information and donations, please see Sandra Slann.  

· T & Chat will be held on Tuesday 3 November at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. The group are delighted to welcome Win Kewley and Pam Makin from Lawn Bowls IOM. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information. Thank you to Steve Cowin for the musical entertainment at the last meeting. 
· St Mary’s Church, Castletown, will be temporarily closed from Monday 19 October until Monday 9 November to allow for essential repairs to the church ceiling and the repainting of the interior. During the closure all weekday and Sunday Masses will be celebrated at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin.


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 10th October 2026
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
People of our Parishes

	Sunday 11th October 2026

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Rosa & Cesare Leonetti, anniversary

Brian Leneghan, anniversary

	Monday 12th October 2026 
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 13th October 2026

	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Julie O’Neill & Josie Williams, deceased  

	Wednesday 14th October 2026
	

12.10pm
	

St Mary’s 
	

Albert Gubay, deceased

	Thursday 15th October 2026

St Teresa of Jesus (of Avila)
	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Patricia Morley, recently died

Anne Corkill intentions

	Friday 16th October 2026
	
12.10pm 
	
St Mary’s
	
Ernesto & Cristita Evardoloza, deceased

	Saturday 17th October 2026

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 18th October 2026

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Joan Corran, anniversary

Mike Joe Hennessy, anniversary




An all-island project called "JC33" is in the beginning stages of being planned which will enable all churches of every denomination to follow the ministry of Jesus in real time between 2031 and 2033, ending in a joint Pentecost celebration 2033 (the 2000'th birthday of the global church). This is an open invitation to every person in any church across the island to come to an evening of information and prayer about the concept where you can hear about it from Rev Alex Brown, ask questions, input ideas, choose multiple ways to get involved and pray:

North:  Monday 12 October - St Paul's Church Hall - 7.30pm
East:  Wednesday 14 October - St Ninian's Church - 7.30pm
South: Thursday 15 October - Port Erin Methodist Church - 7.30pm
West:  Friday 16 October - Peel Cathedral - 7.30pm
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