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From the Presbytery desk……
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness……
This may be an apt description by the poet John Keats of the autumn season but we also know that it is the season of falling temperatures and windy conditions…. so if you find that the front door or Saint Mary’s church is closed over during the day it’s not that the church isn’t open but just that the doors are closed over to ensure that what little heat we can muster doesn’t all escape on to Hill Street!  If you do find the door closed over, then please close it behind you. Thanks.
As you will know all too well, the current international situation means that heating oil has almost doubled in price so any little extra help you can give is gratefully received!
The 5 yearly report on our church buildings which was last made in 2024 recommended that the heaters at Saint Anthony in Onchan be replaced with newer units: this has been done over the past weeks and while there is still a little ‘making good’ work to be done, I hope that people appreciate the greater efficiency of the new blow heaters. 

Clocks Change……
Next weekend, the clocks go BACK one hour at 2am on Sunday 25th October, the last Sunday in October.  As we enter the autumn/winter period, a reminder that Saint Mary’s church will be open each day from 8am until 6pm, unless there is an evening Service or event. 
October – the month of the Holy Rosary. 
Pope Leo has encouraged us this month to re-discover the Rosary as part of the spiritual life, asking Mary to help us meditate and reflect the ‘mysteries’ of the life of Our Lord. 
The rosary is prayer publicly each Wednesday at 1pm at Saint Mary in Douglas.

To conclude the Month of October we will have Rosary and Marian Devotions at Saint Mary in Douglas at 7pm on the evening of Friday 30th October. I hope many of you can come along to join us.

November is nearly upon us…and in our Catholic Tradition it is a month when we particularly think of our deceased loved one, family and friends, During the month of November we will regularly have Masses for the November Dead Lists (sometimes referred to as the Pious List Masses).
From next weekend there will be envelopes at the back of the two churches into which you can place lists of the names of those you would wish to remember in this month of November: any offering you also include in the envelopes will be used as stipends for the Masses which we offer for the Holy Souls through the year.
You can place your completed envelopes in the PIOUS LIST boxes in front of the Altar in either of our churches, hand them in at the Sacristy or include them on the Offertory Collection Basket on Sunday. Thank you.
On the Final Friday of November, 27th November, we will have an evening Service at 7.00pm at Saint Anthony in Onchan entitled ‘Welcome them into the light of Your face’ at which we will remember all our deceased loved ones and, in a very particular way,  all those whose Funerals have been celebrated during the past year in our two churches, in the graveyards and at the crematorium.                         Canon Philip

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club is now open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday and will run through until the end of March 2027. The Hub offers light refreshments, a soup and bread lunch and convivial company and chat. All welcome.  

· T & Chat will be held on Tuesday 3 November at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. The group are delighted to welcome Win Kewley and Pam Makin from Lawn Bowls IOM. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information. 

· St Mary’s Church, Castletown, will be temporarily closed from Monday 19 October until Monday 9 November to allow for essential repairs to the church ceiling and the repainting of the interior. During the closure all weekday and Sunday Masses will be celebrated at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin.

· Annual Fair-Trade Sale at Cooill Methodist Chapel Hall will take place on Thursday 29 – Saturday 31 October from 10am to 6.30pm each day. Sale of Sustainably Sourced goods including Christmas cards, food and crafts that bring satisfying employment, dignity, fair wages and a better way of life for women and men in poorer countries. Simple Lunches served daily from 12 to 2pm with hot drinks and cake served throughout the day for a donation. Everyone invited. Please see poster at the back of church.     

· On Sunday 18 October, our Cathedral in Liverpool will celebrate its first International Mass at the 11am Solemn Mass, marking World Mission Sunday. This year marks the centenary of World Mission Sunday, with the theme “One in Christ, united in mission.” The celebration reminds us of Christ’s call to bring the message of his mercy and hope to all nations. The Mass will be an opportunity to reflect on the needs of the Church around the world and to celebrate the many nationalities and cultures that make up our Catholic community. People of all nationalities are warmly invited to come together in faith for this special celebration, which will become an annual event at the Cathedral. Archbishop John Sherrington will be the principal celebrant. All are welcome.




Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 17th October 2026

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
People of our Parishes

	Sunday 18th October 2026

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Joan Corran, anniversary

Mike Joe Hennessy, anniversary

	Monday 19th October 2026 
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 20th October 2026

	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

John Coyle, anniversary 

	Wednesday 21st October 2026
	

12.10pm
	

St Mary’s 
	

David Corkill, deceased

	Thursday 22nd October 2026


	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Ernest John Reilly, deceased

William Robert Corran, deceased

	Friday 23rd October 2026
	
12.10pm 
	
St Mary’s
	
Joseph & Mary McNally

	Saturday 24th October 2026

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

Fr Brian Dougherty, birthday remembrance

	Sunday 25th October 2026

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Joel Marquez, thanksgiving
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