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From the Presbytery desk……

Pastoral Message to the Catholics on the Isle of Man
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I am very saddened to read of Royal Assent being given to the 'Assisted Dying' Bill on the Isle of Man. The passing of this legislation marks a watershed on the Island as the choice to end one's life will now be permitted in certain circumstances. I recognise that further work is needed before the law can be enacted. However, I share the deep concerns expressed by the Isle of Man Medical Society which 'maintains its firm and steadfast position regarding the profound risks this legislation poses to healthcare, vulnerable patients, and the medical profession across the island.' It said its 'fundamental concerns' included 'the protection of vulnerable patients, a lack of regulation of the medications used, and the impact of involving Manx Care in the administration or delivery of it.'
The Catholic Church continues to teach that life is a most precious gift of God and that we are stewards entrusted with this gift to protect it, treat illness, and care for the good of life. As such, a person should never intentionally end his or her life. Catholic teaching, shared by many Christians and others of goodwill, proposes a different approach from that which has been passed into law by the Tynwald. The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us the importance of being deeply present to the one who is sick, seeking to alleviate pain and ensuring the best possible care until one's last breath. This approach lives solidarity with those who are dying and accompanies them with prayer, love and compassion. We are called to look at the one who is dying with the compassionate gaze of Jesus and pray for a peaceful death with the hope of eternal life. This witness is an important counter sign to the legal position on the Isle of Man.
Freedom of conscience on this matter is of deep concern to the Church. I endorse the view of the Isle of Man Medical Society to ensure that there is 'full protection for the right of complete conscientious objection for all medical, nursing, and pharmacy personnel' and that 'No clinician or healthcare provider must be compelled to participate in or facilitate the procedure in any form'.
We ask the intercession of St. Joseph the patron of the dying. 

Be assured of my prayers at this time.
Most Reverend John Sherrington
Archbishop of Liverpool 

*****************

If you are reading this on Saturday evening then please remember that the clocks change at 2am tomorrow morning. The clocks GO BACK 1 HOUR.  If you are reading this on Sunday morning…. it has already happened !

In preparation for the month of November and our remembrance of the Faithful Departed, during the coming week you will find at the back of both churches the PIOUS LIST ENVELOPES which you can hand in to the Sacristy, the Presbytery or place on the Collection basket. From next Sunday, there will also be a box in front of the Altar in both churches into which the envelopes can be placed.

As we close the Month of October, month of the Holy Rosary, we will have a Rosary and Marian Devotions on Friday evening (30th October) at 7pm in Saint Mary, Douglas. I hope you can join us !

Day of Prayer for all the Faithful Departed – All Souls’ Day – is on Monday 2nd November and we will have Masses at
12.10pm    Saint Mary, Douglas
7.00pm      Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan.
There will be no lunchtime Mass on Tuesday 3rd November at Douglas. 

Canon Philip

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club is now open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday and will run through until the end of March 2027. The Hub offers light refreshments, a soup and bread lunch and convivial company and chat. All welcome.  

· T & Chat will be held on Tuesday 3 November at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. The group are delighted to welcome Win Kewley and Pam Makin from Lawn Bowls IOM. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information. 

· St Mary’s Church, Castletown, will be temporarily closed from Monday 19 October until Monday 9 November to allow for essential repairs to the church ceiling and the repainting of the interior. During the closure all weekday and Sunday Masses will be celebrated at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin.

· Annual Fair-Trade Sale at Cooill Methodist Chapel Hall will take place on Thursday 29 – Saturday 31 October from 10am to 6.30pm each day. Sale of Sustainably Sourced goods including Christmas cards, food and crafts that bring satisfying employment, dignity, fair wages and a better way of life for women and men in poorer countries. Simple Lunches served daily from 12 to 2pm with hot drinks and cake served throughout the day for a donation. Everyone invited. Please see poster at the back of church.     


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 24th October 2026

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Fr Brian Dougherty, birthday remembrance

	Sunday 25th October 2026

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Joel Marquez, thanksgiving

	Monday 26th October 2026 
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 27th October 2026

	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Anna Goldsmith, recently died 

	Wednesday 28th October 2026
Saints Simon and Jude
	

12.10pm
	

St Mary’s 
	

Hugh McFeat, anniversary

	Thursday 29th October 2026


	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Bridget Braid & Monica Bersin, deceased

Sarah Williamson, 4th anniversary

	Friday 30th October 2026
	
12.10pm 



7.00pm

	
St Mary’s



St Mary’s

	
Terence, Alice, Renee & James O’Neill decd



Rosary and Devotions


	Saturday 31st October 2026

Solemnity of All Saints

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

Tony Gillespie, 3rd anniversary

	Sunday 1st November 2026

Solemnity of All Saints
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Jose & Lourdes Glino, anniversary
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