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Our Expectation of Children in Church
This has been taken from a parish across and slightly adapted to fit here. The message is addressed to parents but is a really important one for all parishioners.

If your kids are loud, please still come to Mass. If you’re running late because getting everyone dressed and out the door was a battle, please still come to Mass.
If your child asks questions at very inconvenient times, please still come to Mass.
If your toddler won’t sit still or your baby needs to eat; if someone cries, drops a toy, or has to make their third trip to the toilet, please still come to Mass.

If your child doesn’t know all the prayers, responses, or exactly when to sit, stand, and kneel, and you feel like you spent the entire Mass managing your children and heard approximately 12% of the homily; if Sunday morning feels messy instead of peaceful; if you are worried your children are distracting the people around you; if your child has a disability or special needs, please still come to Mass.

Children do not learn how to be part of the Church by staying at home until they can sit quietly. They learn by being here. They learn the Sign of the Cross by watching us make it. They learn the prayers by hearing us pray them. They learn the Scriptures by hearing the Word of God proclaimed. They learn reverence by watching us kneel. They learn that the Church is their home because we make room for them here.

The wiggles, whispers, crying babies, and little voices are not signs that children don't belong at Mass. They are signs that the Church is alive. So, bring the babies. Bring the toddlers. Bring the big kids. Sit in the front so they can see. Step out when you need to… but always come back in.

At Baptism, these children became members of the Body of Christ. They belong here. They need the grace of the sacraments, the example of their parents, and the love and patience of their parish family.

Children are not simply the future of the Catholic Church. They are part of the Church right now!
Deacon Graeme



Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 11th October  

	Sunday 11th October 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Pat Clewis (RIP)
People of the Parish 


	Monday 12th October 
  Monday in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 13th October 
Tuesday in Ordinary Time 
	P/T


	10 am


	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Wednesday 14th October 
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
	C/T
	10 am

	

	Thursday 15th October 
Memorial of St. Teresa of Avila 
	P/E
	10 am

	Giyermo Gallarin (RIP)

	Friday 16th October
Friday in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am
	

	Saturday 17th October
Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch
	C/T
	10 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen

	Sunday 18th October 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	 People of the Parish 
 Margaret Keaney (RIP)



Responsorial Psalm:
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for the length of days unending.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
May the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Enlighten the eyes of our hearts,
So that we may know the hope to which he has called us
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon
The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 




October: Month of the Holy Rosary — During October, as parishioners, we are warmly invited to pray the Rosary before Mass and in your homes. We encourage individuals and families to take the initiative in leading the Rosary, helping our parish community to grow together in prayer and devotion to Our Lady.
“We need to return to the practice of family prayer and prayer for families, continuing to use the Rosary.” — Pope St John Paul II, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, no. 41

St Mary’s Church: Dear parishioners please be advised that St Mary’s Church, Castletown, will be temporarily closed from Monday, 19 October until Monday, 9 November to allow for essential repairs to the church ceiling and the repainting of the interior. During this period, all weekday Masses at 10:00 a.m. and the Sunday Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. will be celebrated at St Columba’s Church.
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and thank you for your patience and understanding as these necessary works are carried out to maintain and improve our church building. We look forward to returning to St Mary’s once the work has been completed. Before the work commences, volunteers are needed to remove all statues, chairs, ambo, and hymn books etc and transfer them to the coffee room.
NB. Those attending the 9:00 a.m. Mass, are invited to continue the tea and coffee rota. Please stay for refreshments after Mass and enjoy fellowship together until 10:45 a.m.

First Holy Communion Classes. There will be classes starting in January and held on Wednesday evening at 6 pm in St Columba’s hall. If your child will be eight years or over by May 2027 then please collect an application form from back of church or sacristy. Completed forms may be handed back either to Julie, Rachel or the Priest. 

Mass Intentions Received:   Winnie Montgomery, Louise and Garry Heaney, and Margaret Keaney 

Parish Diary
	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



Account details of the Parish
	SEND YOUR DONATION TO:
ACCOUNT NAME: St Mary & St Columba (037)
BANK ACCOUNT:21546325
SORT CODE:40-29-12




“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
Archdiocese of Liverpool
A charitable incorporated organisation (registered UK charity number 1199714)


