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Our Expectation of Adults in Church
Following my note last week about children in church, I thought I’d share two stories about adults in church.
There was a man who hadn’t been to church for a long time. One day he summoned up the courage to go again. Then just as there was a moment’s silence, his mobile phone rang. He was mortified. The priest admonished him from the altar. The rest of the congregation glared at him.  The disapproval continued after Mass, so he decided he needed to go to the pub to calm his nerves. He was still trembling so much that he spilled his drink by accident. The barman apologised and gave him a cloth to clean himself up. One of the regulars bought him another drink, another invited him to join them saying, “Don’t worry. Who doesn’t make a mistake?”  Where do you think he now goes every Sunday?
One Sunday morning, a different man went to a new church. Although he and his clothes were spotlessly clean, he wore jeans and old boots; his clothes were ragged and worn. The church was in a very exclusive part of the city. The congregation were all dressed in expensive clothes and accessories. No one welcomed or spoke to him. As he sat down, people moved away from him. They were appalled at his appearance and did not hide it. As the man left the church, the preacher approached him and said, “Before you come back here again, have a talk with God and ask him what appropriate attire would be for worship.” The next Sunday, he returned wearing the same ragged clothes. Again, he was completely shunned. The preacher came to him and said, “I thought I asked you to speak to God before you came back to our church”. “I did,” he replied. “So, what did He say that you should wear?” asked the preacher. “Well, sir, God said that He didn’t have a clue what I should wear because He’d never been in here.”
We don’t want phones going off during Mass, so please turn them off. But if someone’s goes off accidently, treat them with compassion and kindness. And it is good to put your best clothes on (what would you wear to meet the King?), but far more important is what you are wearing inside. Is God central to everything in Church or have we forgotten Him while trying to make a good impression?

							Deacon Graeme

Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 11th October  

	Sunday 18th October 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
 Margaret Keaney (RIP)

	Monday 19th October 
  Monday in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 20th October 
Tuesday in Ordinary Time 
	P/E


	10 am


	Garry Heaney 

	Wednesday 21st October 
Wednesday in Ordinary Time 
	P/E

	10 am 

	

	Thursday 22nd October 
Thursday in Ordinary Time  
	P/E
	10 am

	Nuala and Brian Dwyer (RIP)

	Friday 23rd October
Friday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am 
	  Winnie Montgomery (Ann) 

	Saturday 24th October
Saturday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen

	Sunday 25th October 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Jan Walvaren (RIP)
People of the Parish 



Responsorial Psalm:
Ascribe to the Lord glory and power.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
Shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon
Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them in famine. 






Second Collection: Today there will be a second collection for APF World Missions.

World Mission Sunday is the Catholic Church’s annual celebration of its universal mission and is celebrated on the second-to-last Sunday of October. Established by Pope Pius XI in 1926, it is a day when Catholics throughout the world unite in prayer, reflection, and generosity for the Church’s missionary work.  The day reminds us that every baptised Christian is called to share the Gospel and support the mission of Christ. Through the special collection taken on this day, Catholics help provide pastoral care, catechetical programmes, education, healthcare, and support for priests, religious sisters, seminarians, and catechists in mission territories where the Church is young or facing great challenges. World Mission Sunday is a powerful expression of the Church’s unity and solidarity, encouraging all believers to be missionary disciples through prayer, witness, and charitable giving.

A Reminder about St Mary’s Church:  Just to remind parishioners that St Mary’s Church, Castletown, will be temporarily closed from Monday, 19 October, until Monday, 9 November, to allow for essential repairs to the church ceiling and the repainting of the interior.  During this period, all weekday Masses at 10:00 a.m. and the Sunday Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. will be celebrated at St Columba’s Church.

First Holy Communion Classes. There will be classes starting in January and held on Wednesday evening at 6 pm in St Columba’s hall. If your child will be eight years or over by May 2027 then please collect an application form from back of church or sacristy. Completed forms may be handed back either to Julie, Rachel or the Priest. 

Fairtrade Sale:  Please join us for our annual Fairtrade Sale on Sunday 8th November, from 12 noon to 4 pm, at St Columba's Church Hall. There will be a wonderful selection of Fairtrade gifts and products, including crafts, Christmas cards, decorations, and food. Every purchase helps ensure that craftspeople and producers in some of the world's poorest countries receive a fair price for their work. Delicious homemade lunches and refreshments, including soup, freshly baked bread, and cakes, will also be available. All proceeds from refreshments will support the Sisters of the Mary Ward Loreto Foundation, whose vital work in Albania combats human trafficking, modern slavery, and social injustice. The Sisters depend on these annual donations to help continue their important mission.  Volunteers needed! If you can make soup, bake bread, or provide cakes for the refreshments, please contact Stella on 412740.  Please come along, support these worthy causes, and bring your friends, family, and colleagues. Your generosity really does make a difference!

Mass Intentions Received:  Catherine Casserly 

Parish Diary
	8th November 
Noon to 4 pm 
	Fairtrade Sale at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



Account details of the Parish
	SEND YOUR DONATION TO:
ACCOUNT NAME: St Mary & St Columba (037)
BANK ACCOUNT:21546325
SORT CODE:40-29-12






“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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