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Stories That Shaped our Faith
One of my fondest childhood memories is sitting with my grandfather in the evening as he gathered the family around him. Looking around the room, he would call us by our names: Joseph, Mary, Jude, Lucy, Gertrude, Patrick, Ann, Peter, Paul. Then he would tell the story of the saint whose name we carried. What began as a simple family tradition became one of our earliest lessons in faith and holiness.

More than teaching us facts about the saints, my grandfather wanted us to learn from their lives. He hoped the Josephs among us would be faithful and dependable, the Marys trusting and generous, and the Judes filled with hope in difficult times. He encouraged us to imitate Lucy's courage, Gertrude's prayerfulness, Patrick's missionary spirit, Anne's wisdom, and the zeal of Peter and Paul. The saints were not simply figures from the past. They were examples of the people we were called to become through faith, kindness, prayer, and love.

My grandfather also spoke of the Uganda Martyrs. They were ordinary young men with dreams, friendships, and fears. Yet their love for Christ gave them extraordinary courage. Their witness taught us that saints are not born holy. They become holy by responding generously to God's grace in everyday life.

This is the message of the Feast of All Saints. The Book of Revelation presents a great multitude from every nation, race, and language standing before God's throne. Some are famous saints known throughout the world; many others are known only to God. Together they remind us that holiness is not reserved for a gifted few but is possible for everyone.
The Second Vatican Council teaches in Lumen Gentium that all Christians are called to the fullness of Christian life and the perfection of charity. Holiness is not just for priests, religious, or martyrs. It is the vocation of every baptised person.

Our patron saints are therefore more than names. They are companions and guides on our journey of faith. Their stories remind us that God does extraordinary things through ordinary people. As we celebrate All Saints, may we hear God's call to holiness and, inspired by our patron saints, follow Christ faithfully in our own time and place.
                                                                                                                                        Fr. Joseph 


Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 1st November 

	Sunday 1st November 
Solemnity of All Saints
	P/E
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Frank Prendergast (RIP)

	Monday 2nd November
  Commemoration of All the        
  Faithful Departed
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 3rd November 
Tuesday in Ordinary Time 
	P/E


	10 am


	Elaine Morley (RIP)

	Wednesday 4th November 
Memorial of St Charles Borromeo 
	C/T*

	10 am 

	  Special Intention 

	Thursday 5th November 
Thursday in Ordinary Time  
	P/E
	10 am

	  Catherine Casserley (Ann)

	Friday 6th November
Friday in Ordinary Time
	C/T*
	10 am 
	  Special Intention for healing 

	Saturday 7th November 
Saturday in Ordinary Time
	C/T*
	10 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen

	Sunday 8th November  
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	P/E
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
June Lewis (RIP)




· Weekday Masses at St Mary’s will be in the Presbytrey
Responsorial Psalm:
Such are the people, who seek your face, O Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, says the Lord, and I will give you rest.
Alleluia.

Communion Antiphon:
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted of the sake of righteous, for there is the kingdom of heaven.


November - Month of the Holy Souls:  Please place the names of your deceased loved ones on the November Dead List and return it in the envelope provided. Holy Mass will be offered daily throughout November for all whose names are included. Place your offering in the envelope and return it as soon as possible to the box in front of the altar.  The Parish Mass for all our faithful departed will be celebrated in St Columba’s Church on Thursday 19th November at 7.00 pm. Parishioners and families are warmly invited to attend as we gather to pray for and remember our deceased loved ones.

Weekday Masses: The weekday Masses at St Mary’s will now be held in the Presbytery while the painting of the church is being carried out. 

SVP Christmas Fayre: The SVP extends heartfelt thanks to everyone for their ongoing support, which has enabled us to assist many young families and individuals in the southern part of the Island. We are excited to announce our Christmas Fayre on Saturday, November 28th, and we would greatly appreciate your help once more this year. Donation boxes will be available in both church porches, and St. Columba’s Hall will be open on Friday, November 27th, from 2 to 4 PM to collect contributions. We would be thankful for raffle prizes, bottles, new unwanted gifts, and items for the cake stall. Thank you!

Fairtrade Sale:  Please join us for our annual Fairtrade Sale on Sunday 8th November, from 12 noon to 4 pm, at St Columba's Church Hall. There will be a wonderful selection of Fairtrade gifts and products, including crafts, Christmas cards, decorations, and food. Every purchase helps ensure that craftspeople and producers in some of the world's poorest countries receive a fair price for their work. Delicious homemade lunches and refreshments, including soup, freshly baked bread, and cakes, will also be available. All proceeds from refreshments will support the Sisters of the Mary Ward Loreto Foundation, whose vital work in Albania combats human trafficking, modern slavery, and social injustice. The Sisters depend on these annual donations to help continue their important mission.  Volunteers needed! If you can make soup, bake bread, or provide cakes for the refreshments, please contact Stella on 412740.  Please come along, support these worthy causes, and bring your friends, family, and colleagues. Your generosity really does make a difference!

Geraldine Lamb: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Geraldine Lamb, previously from this parish who died suddenly last week aged 63.  Please also pray for her daughter, Alison, in her grief. 

Mass Intentions Received:  Frank Prendergast, Elaine Morley, Special Intention, Catherine Casserly  and June Lewis. 
Parish Diary
	8th November 
Noon to 4 pm 
	Fairtrade Sale at St Columba’s Hall 

	19th November
7 pm
	Parish Mass for all our faithful departed at St Columba’s

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



Account details of the Parish
	SEND YOUR DONATION TO:
ACCOUNT NAME: St Mary and St Columba (037)
BANK ACCOUNT: 21546325
SORT CODE: 40-29-12






“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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