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A Pilgrimage to Bymacan Friary Chapel at Friary Farm, Arbory
Last weekend, following a nourishing and inspiring presentation on Franciscan spirituality by Fr Maximilian Martin OFM Conv, a small group of pilgrims journeyed to the site of the ancient Bemaken Friary chapel at Friary Farm, Arbory. Fr Maximilian reflected on the enduring relevance of St Francis of Assisi's message in our world today: a message centred on love of God, care for creation, simplicity of life, and the pursuit of peace.

Accompanied by two priests and three lay faithful, we travelled to the remains of the old chapel, once part of a thriving Franciscan community. Though the friary was dissolved in 1540, the spiritual legacy of the friars continues to echo through the landscape and history of the Isle of Man.

Standing within the walls of this sacred place, we paused to pray the Angelus. It was a deeply moving moment. We hope that this may have been the first prayer spoken aloud in the chapel since its dissolution almost five centuries ago. In that silence, broken only by prayer, we felt a connection with those generations of Franciscans who once gathered there to praise God and serve His people.

The Church has long recognised pilgrimage as an important part of the Christian journey. While some pilgrimages take us to famous shrines and holy places, others lead us to the sacred places closer to home that have shaped the faith of our local communities. A pilgrimage is never simply a visit to a historical site. It is an opportunity to encounter God, deepen our faith, and remember that we are all pilgrims travelling towards our heavenly home.

Our visit to Bemaken Friary was a reminder that faith is a living tradition, handed on from one generation to the next. The witness of St Francis, together with the memory of the friars who once prayed there, encourages us to live with gratitude, walk gently upon the earth, care for God's creation, and become instruments of His peace in our own time.                
         Fr Joseph 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 4th October  

	Sunday 4th October 
Twenty- Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Linda Stabler (Ann)

	Monday 5th October 
  Monday in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 6th October 
Tuesday in Ordinary Time 
	P/T


	10 am


	Elaine Morley (RIP)

	Wednesday 7th October 
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
	C/T
	10 am

	   

	Thursday 8th October 
Thursday in Ordinary Time 
	P/E
	10 am

	Brenden O’Friel (Sick)

	Friday 9th October
Feast of St John Henry Newman 
	C/T

	10 am
	

	Saturday 10th October
Saturday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	10 am
	Intentions of Our Lady of Rushen

	Sunday 11th October 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Pat Clewis (RIP)
People of the Parish 




Responsorial Psalm:
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon
The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that seeks him. 


October: Month of the Holy Rosary — During October, as parishioners, we are warmly invited to pray the Rosary before Mass and in your homes. We encourage individuals and families to take the initiative in leading the Rosary, helping our parish community to grow together in prayer and devotion to Our Lady.
“We need to return to the practice of family prayer and prayer for families, continuing to use the Rosary.” — Pope St John Paul II, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, no. 41
Thank you: Special thanks to everyone who helped make the Jubilee Year of St Francis celebration such a joyful and memorable occasion. We are deeply grateful to all who organised the celebration, to those who responded so generously by contributing food and drinks, to everyone who stayed for the lunch, and to those who helped prepare the hall and clean up afterwards.
Your generosity, hard work, and spirit of service made this celebration of the Jubilee Year of St Francis a wonderful success and a beautiful expression of our parish family. May God, who is the source of all goodness, bless and reward each one of you abundantly for your kindness and support. Thank you all.
St Mary’s Church: Dear parishioners please be advised that St Mary’s Church, Castletown, will be temporarily closed from Monday, 19 October until Monday, 9 November to allow for essential repairs to the church ceiling and the repainting of the interior. During this period, all weekday Masses at 10:00 a.m. and the Sunday Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. will be celebrated at St Columba’s Church.
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and thank you for your patience and understanding as these necessary works are carried out to maintain and improve our church building. We look forward to returning to St Mary’s once the work has been completed. Before the work commences, volunteers are needed to remove all statues, chairs, ambo, and hymn books etc and transfer them to the coffee room.
NB. Those attending the 9:00 a.m. Mass, are invited to continue the tea and coffee rota. Please stay for refreshments after Mass and enjoy fellowship together until 10:45 a.m.
Mass Intentions Received:   Pat Clewis, Brendan O’Friel, and Elaine Morley


Parish Diary
	11th October 
10 am to 1 pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St John’s Mill. Speaker will be e Revd Daniel Norris, Rector of Ramsey and the Northeast. Theme will be  “Surely the Lord is in this place - and I did not know it

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



Account details of the Parish
	SEND YOUR DONATION TO:
ACCOUNT NAME: St Mary & St Columba (037)
BANK ACCOUNT:21546325
SORT CODE:40-29-12




“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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