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From the Presbytery desk……
In our Catholic Tradition – and indeed in many other cultures - November is a month of remembrance and a month of the Holy Souls: it must be something about the changing of the clocks, the drawing in of the days and the increasing coldness of nature around us which makes us think about the brightness of hope and the security of hearth and home.
Indeed for us November does not begin with the remembrance of the dead (All Souls) but with the proclamation of the victory of the Resurrection in the Holy Ones across the centuries (All Saints). All Saints – or All Hallows as it is sometimes called – is a celebration of light which has victory over darkness and the fulness of Life which makes sense even of physical death itself. All Hallows eve (Hallow’een) – the day before All Saints – is presented as a night on which ghouls and spirits run amuck precisely because they realise that the power of Light, the power of the Resurrection is stronger than anything they can muster! 
Through the month of November, liturgies in our parishes will present us with many opportunities to remember our families and friends who have “gone before us marked with the sign of Faith” - not forgetting, of course the ones who have no one to pray for them’. Our Catholic sense and spirituality is wide enough to embrace those whom we have never met in life but who are very much our brothers and sisters in Christ!
           Into your hands, Father of mercies,
           we commend our brother and sisters in the sure and certain hope
           that, together with all who have died in Christ,
           they will rise with him on the last day.
           We give you thanks for the blessings
           which you have bestowed upon them in this life:
           they are signs to us of your goodness
           and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ.
           Merciful Lord, turn toward us and listen to our prayers:
           open the gates of paradise to your servants
           and help us who remain to comfort one another with assurances of faith,
           until we all meet in Christ and are with you and our brother and sisters for ever.
           We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
           -Prayer of Commendation, Order of Christian Funerals, adapted.

The Church gives us very dignified and beautiful Liturgies which mark the death of a Christian – be it a VIGIL, a REQUIEM MASS or a FUNERAL SERVICE. Ritual is an important part of our human experience and we sideline it at our peril. 
In some countries November 2nd (All Souls’ Day) is a day for visiting graveyards, cleaning headstones and the placing of flowers and outdoor candles at burial sites. Here I am touched by the way in which (if it is safe so to do!) cars will stop or at least slow down when they are passing a Cortege. Certainly the custom of making the Sign of the Cross and praying the Eternal Rest for the person can easily be done if walking: it may not be a person we have known in life – but it is a reminder of the unity of all of us in the eyes of God. 
When we ask for a Mass to be celebrated for ALL SOULS or THE PIOUS LIST we are re-affirming our belief in our unity in the eyes of God and also our confidence that, using the lovely words of Cardinal John Henry Newman,
Masses on the earth and prayers in heaven 
shall aid us to the Throne of the Most Highest God.

At the end of the month of November (Friday 27th, 7pm) we will have a Service at Saint Anthony in Onchan entitled ‘ Welcome them into the light of your face’ – words taken from The Second Eucharistic Prayer. In a particular way we will remember those whose Funerals have taken place in our parishes over the past 12 months.

A new Priest and a new Bishop……
Please remember in your prayers Bishop Stephen Wang, newly Ordained Bishop of Arundel and Brighton in England. Stephen was Rector of the Venerable English College in Rome at the same time as I was Rector of the Beda College.
Prayers also for Father Daniel Howarth, ordained last weekend at the church of Saint Oswald in Padgate, Warrington. Dan was a seminarian at the Beda College during my time as Rector. He will be appointed as assistant priest in a Parish in our Archdiocese in the New Year.

My thanks to Father Augustine who covered on Sunday last week when I was unable to return from Liverpool due to the storms and cancelled boats and planes.
Canon Philip

· Holy Souls Envelopes are available at the back of church for you to include the names of those you wish to be remembered during the month of November. Please place these envelopes in the box in front of the altar.

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club is now open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday and will run through until the end of March 2027. All welcome.  

· T & Chat will be held on Tuesday 3 November at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. The group are delighted to welcome Win Kewley and Pam Makin from Lawn Bowls IOM. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information. 

· A Fair-Trade Craft Sale will take place at St Columba’s Church Hall, Port Erin on Sunday 8 November from 12 noon until 4pm. Sale of Christmas Gifts – Fairtrade Food, Crafts, Decorations and Christmas Cards. Buying fairly traded items ensures that craftspeople and producers in some of the world’s poorest countries receive a fair price for their goods. Homemade soup and roll lunches and hot drinks and cake will be available. Proceeds from refreshments will go to Loreto Sisters Albania Appeal. Everyone invited to come along. 

· St Anthony’s Red Mill Hill Missionary Boxes will be emptied over the next 2 weeks. Please leave your box in the usual place on the table in the church porch. Thank you.  

· Stauros Foundation work with people struggling with addictions. There is an Open Invitation to a Stauros Event at 7pm on Wednesday 4 November at Broadway Baptist Church where Michael Manning, former Manx Bard, will be commissioned for the work of Stauros on the island. Michael Manning is succeeding Gordon Buist who has retired having worked for a long time with local people struggling with addictions. Everyone welcome.   


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 31st October 2026

Solemnity of All Saints
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Tony Gillespie, 3rd anniversary

	Sunday 1st November 2026

Solemnity of All Saints
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Jose & Lourdes Glino, anniversary

	Monday 2nd November 2026 

All Souls’ Day
	

12.10pm

7.00pm 

	

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s 
	

Holy Souls 

Holy Souls 

	Tuesday 3rd November 2026

	10.00am

No Mass today 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

No Mass or Service today 

	Wednesday 4th November 2026
St Charles Borromeo
	

12.00 noon
	

St Mary’s 
	

Requiem Mass:  Greta Kennedy   

	Thursday 5th November 2026


	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Debra Sutherland, sick 

Edward Fargher, anniversary

	Friday 6th November 2026
	
12.10pm 
	
St Mary’s
	
Anne Marie Hollows intentions




	Saturday 7th November 2026

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

	No Confessions

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	No Exposition or Confessions today 

Shaun O’Hare, 5th anniversary

	Sunday 8th November 2026

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Lily and Larry McCabe, anniversary
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