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From the Presbytery desk……

The month of November is a month of remembrance…. both as a Catholic Community in our liturgy and the masses we offer for our Holy Souls and also for our countries as we make remembrance on or around 11th of the month of those who have died in the service of their community in the armed and uniformed groups. 
The wearing of the Poppy may be in part inspired by the poem In Flanders Fields by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, published in 1919
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Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago                                    
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Another plant associated with remembrance is Rosemary which in folklore, if often claimed to help boost many positive aspects of life including memory, happiness and friendship.
Rosemary as a symbol of remembrance, love friendship and protection is mentioned many times by Shakespeare. In Hamlet Ophelia says when handing out flowers and herbs to other characters, “There’s rosemary, that’s for remembrance; pray, love, remember.”
And in Romeo and Juliet, Friar Lawrence tells the Capulet household to prepare Juliet for her funeral procession and to “stick your rosemary on this fair corpse and, as the custom is, in her best array bear her to church.” 
In the funeral flowers at the funeral of the late Queen Elizabeth there were sprigs of rosemary, again representative of fidelity and remembrance.
Canon Philip

Holy Souls Envelopes are available at the back of church for you to include the names of those you wish to be remembered during the month of November. Please place these envelopes in the box in front of the altar.  

· St Mary’s School Registration for September 2027: Our school has a high level of interest for new starters next September. If your family has a child hoping to attend St Mary’s School, please complete their application or contact the school for more information on its admissions process. School website www.stmarys.sch.im 

· St Anthony’s Charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 12 November at 7.30pm in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome to come and join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle. There will be no bingo in December. The next date will be Thursday 14 January.  

· Island Spirituality Network next event on Saturday 14 November from 10am to 1pm at St John’s Mill. The speaker will now be Very Revd Nigel Godfrey, Dean of Cathedral IOM. His theme will be ‘The Spirituality of Gardening’. The Benedictine spirituality of gardening is centred on the ancient motto ‘Ora et Labora’ – the balancing of prayer and work. All welcome. Suggested donation £10 but entirely voluntary.    

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club is now open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday and will run through until the end of March 2027. All welcome.  

· A Fair-Trade Craft Sale will take place at St Columba’s Church Hall, Port Erin on this Sunday 8 November from 12 noon until 4pm. Sale of Christmas Gifts – Fairtrade Food, Crafts, Decorations and Christmas Cards. Buying fairly-traded items ensures that craftspeople and producers in some of the world’s poorest countries receive a fair price for their goods. Homemade soup and roll lunches and hot drinks and cake will be available. Proceeds from refreshments will go to Loreto Sisters Albania Appeal. Everyone invited to come along. 

· St Anthony’s Red Mill Hill Missionary Boxes will be emptied over the next week. Please leave your box in the usual place on the table in the church porch. Thank you.  

· Columba Club Quiz Night on Saturday 28 November to raise funds for the Club. The Quiz will be presented by Paul Copparelli. Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Tickets priced at £10, including refreshments, are available from Brian Murphy, Sandra Slann or Richard Coase.     

· Coming soon …… Advent Candles. As last year, Friends of Saint Mary’s School will have advent candles for sale. All profits will go to support the Friends of Saint Mary’s School for the benefit of our children. 

· T & Chat Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday 1 December from 10.30am until 2pm at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. The Rolling Tones will provide musical entertainment. Afternoon Tea will be served and there will be a visit from Father Christmas. Please add your name to the list at the back of church for catering purpose if you wish to attend. All welcome. Please contact Josie for further information on 406063. T & Chat wish to thank Win Kewley and Pam Makin from Lawn Bowls IOM for joining the November meeting.            


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 7th November 2026

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Shaun O’Hare, 5th anniversary

	Sunday 8th November 2026

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Lily & Larry McCabe, anniversary

	Monday 9th November 2026 
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
	

No Mass today
	

St Mary’s

	

No Mass or Service today 

	Tuesday 10th November 2026
St Leo the Great
	10.00am

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Holy Souls 

	Wednesday 11th November 2026
St Martin of Tours 
	

12.10pm

	

St Mary’s 
	

Romel Turla, recently died   

	Thursday 12th November 2026

St Josaphat
	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Holy Souls

Chapter Intention

	Friday 13th November 2026
	
12.10pm 
	
St Mary’s
	
Carlo Signorio, anniversary



	Saturday 14th November 2026

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

Ann Fox, anniversary

	Sunday 15th November 2026

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Derek Kenna, 3rd anniversary
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