[bookmark: _Hlk20488587]NEWSLETTER
[image: A red and white coat of arms

Description automatically generated][image: St. Anthony's Church in Onchan - Manx Scenes Photography]Parishes of Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan; Saint Mary of the Isle & Saint Joseph, Douglas 
             Parish Office email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk; Tel 01624 675509 
Deanery Website www.manxcatholic.org; Archdiocesan website www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  
Parish Priest: Canon Philip Gillespie VF; Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Augustine Ogbonna CSSp 
    33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 15th November 2026 
(Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays; Psalter Week 1)
(Readings: Page 433)  (Page 449 for Order of the Mass) 

      
From the Presbytery desk……
LOGOS HOPE
If you go down to the pier at Douglas over the next week (until 23rd November) you will notice the LOGOS HOPE ship. 

With around 60 different nationalities represented on board, the Logos Hope community is regarded as a genuine expression of international goodwill and understanding. The crew and staff are all non-salaried volunteers, including many serving in their professional capacity, such as seafarers, engineers, electricians, nurses, teachers and cooks. Sponsorship from friends, family members and civic organisations enables crew members to serve on board.
 
The ship remains in each port for several weeks and opens the gangways to thousands of visitors each day. On average, one million visitors have been welcomed on board one of our ships every year! The floating bookfair offers over 5,000 titles, providing many visitors an opportunity to purchase quality literature. 

Teams go from the ship into surrounding areas to visit hospitals, schools, orphanages or prisons, supply aid and provide community care. In each port, the ship’s crew and staff partner with community groups to share hope and show love to people whatever their circumstance, culture or background. 

The unique living situation presents many challenges and life on board is a constant exercise in adjusting, adapting and learning to appreciate the differences of others. Visitors often express surprise that people from so many different cultures can live and work together peacefully in such a small space. Crew members are unified by their faith in God and vision to bring knowledge, help and hope to the port communities they serve around the world. 

There is an open invitation for us to pay a visit and to engage with the work of LOGOS HOPE. 
   
*****************

Last weekend there was a gathering held in Liverpool and attended by clergy and laity from the Island. The Archbishop encouraged us to reflect in our parishes over these coming weeks upon the theme of CARITAS. This Latin word can be translated in many ways, perhaps the one that springs immediately to mind is CHARITY – but it might be more helpful to think of it as ‘love in action’. This may indeed entail a financial or material care of others and the world around us, but equally it might be the generous use of our time and talents for the service of the needs of others. 

Now there are many ways in which we express our LOVE IN ACTION each and every day ….. from knocking on the door of an elderly neighbour just to check they are OK or need anything from the shop to the work of our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion sharing the gift of the Holy Eucharist with the housebound, to the work of the Foodbank or the SVP in noticing and responding to the needs of individuals and families in what are increasingly difficult circumstances. 

All of this is LOVE IN ACTION – it is fundamentally a response to the God who loved us first and who in Jesus gives us an example of how to deepen and strengthen our FAITH, HOPE and LOVE in our world today. 

Over the coming weeks we will highlight various ways in which we already engage in this work of CARITAS ……. but there are always fresh expressions which suggest themselves!    

Canon Philip


Holy Souls Envelopes are still available at the back of church for you to include the names of those you wish to be remembered during the month of November. Please place these envelopes in the box in front of the altar.  


· St Mary’s School Registration for September 2027: Our school has a high level of interest for new starters next September. If your family has a child hoping to attend St Mary’s School, please complete their application or contact the school for more information on its admissions process. School website www.stmarys.sch.im 

· St Anthony’s Craft Fair after Mass this Sunday 15 November in the Pastoral Centre. Kenyan and Manx crafts will be on sale in aid of Koru School and College in Kenya.     

· Columba Club Crib Service will take place on Saturday 28 November at 3.00pm. Mulled wine, soft drinks and mince pies will be served after the service. Everyone welcome.  

· Columba Club Quiz Night on Saturday 28 November to raise funds for the Club. The Quiz will be presented by Paul Copparelli. Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Tickets priced at £10, including refreshments, are available from Brian Murphy, Sandra Slann or Richard Coase.   

· Scripture Union Ministries Trust will host ‘Carols and Chips’ in St Ninian’s Church on Saturday 28 November from 5.30pm – 7pm. Adults £10, Children £5 or Families £25. 

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club is now open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday and will run through until the end of March 2027. All welcome.  

· Coming soon …… Advent Candles. As last year, Friends of Saint Mary’s School will have advent candles for sale. All profits will go to support the Friends of Saint Mary’s School for the benefit of our children. 

· T & Chat Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday 1 December from 10.30am until 2pm at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. The Rolling Tones will provide musical entertainment. Afternoon Tea will be served and there will be a visit from Father Christmas. Please add your name to the list at the back of church for catering purpose if you wish to attend. All welcome. Please contact Josie for further information on 406063.      



Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 14th November 2026

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
5.00pm

	
St Mary’s

	
Ann Fox, 5th anniversary


	Sunday 15th November 2026

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Derek Kenna, 3rd anniversary

	Monday 16th November 2026 

	

No Mass today
	

St Mary’s

	

No Mass or Service today 

	Tuesday 17th November 2026

	10.00am

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Holy Souls

	Wednesday 18th November 2026
	

12.10pm

	

St Mary’s 

	

Marie Higgins, 1st anniversary   


	Thursday 19th November 2026


	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Holy Souls

Joe Quinn, 6th anniversary

	Friday 20th November 2026
	
12.10pm 
	
St Mary’s
	
Canon Brendan Alger, birthday remembrance



	Saturday 21st November 2026

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe


	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

Patrick McConkey, recently died & George Bridson, anniversary

	Sunday 22nd November 2026

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Patrick & Mary Reaney, anniversary
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